
COMING 2026: JOHN JENNINGS
A native of Flora, MS, John Jennings is a graphic novelist, professor, curator, 
Harvard Fellow, and New York Times Bestseller who draws on Black Southern 
memory to create new worlds. 

Perhaps best-known as creator of Silver Surfer: Ghost Light, Jennings infuses 
Mississippi into his work, transforming the legacy of the South into a platform 
for liberated futures through his groundbreaking work in Afrofuturism, horror, and 
comics.

New Experience: Build Your World
Coming to The MAX’s Fred & Sissie Wile Changing Exhibitions Gallery, Build 
Your World explores Jenning’s extraordinary visual storytelling. Guests will walk 
through the process of bringing a superhero to life–from proposal to publication–
and what it means to construct that world in collaboration with the massive team 
at Marvel for Ghost Light.

The exhibition also provides a rare glimpse into the artist’s work in progress for 
Kenny Dreadful and the Hainted Hoodie. The Southern gothic tale blends horror, 
Mississippi folklore, and coming-of-age themes with a magical hoodie haunted 
by ancestral spirits. Guests will experience firsthand how a graphic artist 
controls every element when creating a universe.  

Together, Ghost Light and Kenny Dreadful reinforce the theme of world-building 
as an act of liberation that can challenge erasure, reframe trauma, and imagine 
radical futures. 

More about Jennings
An alumnus and former professor at Jackson State University, Jennings is 
Professor of Media and Cultural Studies at the University of California at 
Riverside. He also directs Megascope, an Abrams ComicArts imprint, 
publishing graphic novels focused on the experiences of people of color, 
co-founder/organizer of The Schmoburg Center’s Black Comic Book Festival in 
Harlem, and co-editor of The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in 
Comics and Sequential Art.

Following the success of the graphic novel co-adaptation of Octavia E. Butler’s 
novel, Kindred (2017), Jennings has since collaboratively adapted Parable of the 
Sower (2020) and Parable of the Talents (2025).

John Jennings Conversations (University Press of MS) discusses folklore, 
systemic racism, and the need for Black heroes. He has been featured on the 
Disney+ documentaries Marvel’s 616 and Marvel’s Behind the Mask, and 
currently has work on display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Before 
Yesterday We Could Fly: An Afrofuturist Period Room. His forthcoming 
compendium, My Super Hero is Black,  illuminates some of the most important 
Black creators and characters through Marvel Comics history.

johnjenningsstudio.com
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